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The Donna Motter Spirit of Human Service Scholarship 
Purpose

The Southern Organization for Human Service (SOHS) supports a new human service scholarship to be awarded the first year (2007) to one eligible student from Darton College and one student from Kennesaw State University. The scholarship, in the amount $500.00 for each student, has been funded by its supporters in loving memory of Donna Motter (September 20, 1954 – April 22, 2006). The goal is to develop ongoing financial support for this scholarship and in the process to open eligibility to students in any human service program active in SOHS.
Background and Philosophy
Donna M. Motter was honored by her partner, Judith Slater (the outgoing president) at the spring 2006 SOHS conference in Florida. She spoke of Donna’s never ending love, support and caring for Judith’s work in human services. While Donna was not a human services professional, her approach to life modeled the spirit of human services. Her legacy to SOHS is this scholarship.
The award will be presented to an individual who has made significant contributions to human services in his/her community and/or institution. These contributions may be made on behalf of individuals or groups. Examples of such achievements include, but are not limited to, conference coordination; program development or implementation; grant writing or fundraising; support group coordination; referrals; volunteer experience; community project; leadership experience; applied class project; service project through human service club; internship experience that results in outcomes that may be documented; etc. 

The following are general criteria for eligibility:
· Student must be a current Human Service major (or within two years of graduation from a human service program)
· Minimum of a 2.5 cumulative academic GPA with a minimum of 3.0 GPA in the major

· Must be a current student SOHS member for at least three months prior to application
· Prefer student to attend the SOHS conference where the scholarship will be presented, but not a requirement for receiving the scholarship
The Donna Motter Spirit of Human Service Scholarship is offered based on student applications completed and sent in no later than January 31 of each year. In addition to the above general criteria, students must meet the following requirements in order to apply for this scholarship:
· Students apply for the award themselves

· Students must have a faculty member in the Human Service program sign the application supporting that the information presented is accurate

· Student must document significant contributions and eligibility through:

· Narrative related to the project

· Letter of recommendation by the recipient of the project which speaks to the applicant’s spirit of commitment

· Letter of recommendation provided by a faculty member who can attest to the project or experience by the student

· Statement from student describing reasons that the scholarship should be awarded to him/her

· Official transcript reflecting all course work completed through the fall term prior to the application

SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY

The following are eligibility criteria for the selection of the first recipients of this scholarship and for those selected in subsequent years:

· In 2007, the first year in which the two scholarships will be offered, the recipients will be one human services student from Darton College and one human services student from Kennesaw State University

· For scholarship eligibility for 2008 and thereafter, a human services program must donate a minimum of $200.00 to the scholarship fund by December 31 prior to the January 31 submission deadline for each year the program would like to make this scholarship available to its students. 
· Make check payable to SOHS and designate on the check that the money is for the Donna Motter Spirit of Human Service Scholarship.

· Students in those programs who donate $200.00 or more are then eligible to apply for the scholarship which will be announced at the SOHS Annual Conference in the Spring of each year
PROCESS FOR CONSIDERATION
A committee will review the applications to determine the best candidate based on the content of the application. Applications are to be well written, organized and reflect the content of the scholarship being sought. All programs who donated to this scholarship will be acknowledged in the conference program, on the SOHS website, and in the newsletter. 
Student Name ________________________________________________________________________

Institution ___________________________________________________________________________
Home address _______________________________________________________________________
Phone number (Home) ___________________________  (Mobile) ______________________________

Email address ________________________________________________________________________

First enrolled in human service degree program (Month/Year) __________________________________
Current cumulative GPA ________________  

Current major GPA ______________________

SOHS member since ___________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
Student Name (Please print)



Student Signature


Date

______________________________________

_______________

Faculty Signature




Date

(Validates accuracy of above information)
Application for the scholarship MUST be postmarked no later than January 31 of each year. The awards will be presented at the SOHS conference the spring following the January deadline.
Please mail to:
Shawn Ricks, President, SOHS
P.O. Box 134, Lewisville, NC  27023
